HYSTERIA
Teaching by Lena Andary

[ will be teaching on Hysteria for three Saturdays from the 20t of April until the
4th of May 2013. We will study three of Freud’s famous case examples of hysteria
so you will need to be familiar with: Elisabeth Von R,, in Studies in Hysteria; Dora
in ‘Fragment of a case of Hysteria,’ as well as, The Dream of the Butcher’s Witty
wife (Smoked Salmon dream), in The Interpretation of Dreams. We will follow
these cases from Freud through to Lacan.

In the first week our focus will be on ‘Studies in Hysteria’ we will consider the
case of Elisabeth Von R., as well as some of Freud’s shorter papers on sexuality
and identification. Dora and the dream of the Butcher’s wife will also be
introduced.

In the second week we will study the case of Dora in light of Lacan’s teachings in
Presentation of the Transference and Seminars 111 and 1V.

In our final week, we will consider selected chapters from Lacan’s Seminar V The
Formations of the Unconscious; as well as his papers from Ecrtis: ‘Subversion of
the Subject and the Dialectic of Desire’ and ‘The Direction of the Treatment and the
Principles of Its Power".

We will consider:
- Hysteria as a structure with an emphasis on Conversion Hysteria
- Symptom formation, and modes of defense against an incompatible idea
- Hysterical mechanisms, especially Identification
- The Hysteric’s question
- The Hysterical fantasy and the subject’s relation to the Other, the object,
joussiance and desire
- The transference and direction of the treatment in hysteria
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