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Registration

9.30 - 10.00.

Silvia Rodríguez

The formations of the unconscious and the
topology of the signifier

Jacques Lacan opened a new way of thinking the formations of the unconscious with the
introduction of the registers of the symbolic, the imaginary and the real and the concept of object
(a). It is in relation to psychosis, where the unconscious is “in the open sky”, to employ Freud’s
phrase to describe the psychotic phenomena, that we better apprehend Lacan’s register of the
real, as it is more “visible” there. But how does it appear in the neurotic’s symptoms and in the
formations of the unconscious, or in children’s play?
Silvia A. Rodríguez is a founding member of the ACP and of the School of Psychoanalysis of the
Forums of the Lacanian Field. She is the current president of the ACP.
10.00 - 10.30

Belinda Mackie

The real and reality in childhood psychosis:
the case of Sammy

Freud said that in psychosis the ego is dragged away from reality, a reality that is disavowed and after
the initial flight from reality there is an active stage of remodelling. The genesis of psychosis lies in the
creation of a new reality as an attempt at reparation. Lacan added to this saying that the problem was
not so much in the reality that was lost but in what comes to take its place. He emphasized the gap
that appears in the psychotic subject’s relation to the world and the nature of the patch applied over
this gap. With this in mind I will introduce Sammy, a nine-year-old psychotic boy and his analysis with
Joyce MacDougall.
Belinda Mackie is a psychoanalyst in private practice. She is a Registered Practicing Psychoanalyst
and a member of the ACP and of the Forum of Melbourne. She completed her PhD in 2012 and the
book associated with it was published last year. With luck her second book will come to fruition in
2018.
10.30

Coffee

11.00 - 11.30

Nicol Thomas

Psychoanalysis: the Real and reality

Gender diversity as a ‘norm’ is becoming a ‘reality’ of the 21st century. In this presentation, I would
like to discuss what this might mean for the psychoanalyst of the Lacanian clinic. Gender diversity
is a new(ish) signifier that is emerging in the reality of the political world at large-and thus making
an effect in the Symbolic Order-but it also has always signaled to the psychoanalyst that the subject
has something to say about the Real of the sexed body. Utilizing two clinical vignettes of genderdiverse (specifically ‘trans’) patients, I would like to explore what can be signaled for Lacanian
psychoanalysis in regards to the Real of the gender diverse subject of the clinic, but also the reality
of the political ‘Symbolic’ position of this emerging body; what position can the Lacanian analyst
take in their praxis for the speaking-being of a ‘trans’ subject? Jean-Claude Milner reminds us
about the political/subjective distinction between the rights of the man and the rights of the citizen,
which casts a fledgling light on the distinction between the Real and ‘reality’. The question we can
consider is, what does this have to do with Lacanian praxis, in the clinic and also out of the clinic?
Nicol Thomas is a psychoanalyst in private practice and a member of the Australian Centre for
Psychoanalysis and the Forum of Melbourne IF-SPFLF. She is also on the editorial team of Analysis:
The Journal of the Australian Centre for Psychoanalysis.

11.30

Leonardo S. Rodríguez

Faces of the real

The real has many faces that the analytic experience enables us to recognize: from the straight to the
distorted, from the open to the disguised, from the traumatic to the laughable. It is heterogeneous
and always intertwined with the imaginary and the symbolic, which makes its appearances uncanny,
or enlightening, or both. Clinical episodes will illustrate the conceptual points.
Leonardo S. Rodríguez, PhD, is a founding member of the Australian Centre for Psychoanalysis and
of the School of Psychoanalysis of the Forums of the Lacanian Field. He coordinates the Institute for
Training of the ACP, where he teaches. He has published Psychoanalysis with Children (London and
New York, Free Association Books, 1999) and numerous book chapters and articles on psychoanalytic
theory and practice.

SEMINAR REGISTRATION INFORMATION
ACP/FM Colloquium Registration Information 2017

Saturday, August 5, 2017

Treacy Conference Centre, 126 The Avenue Parkville, Victoria.

PRICES IN AUD

WHOLE SEMINAR

GENERAL
ADMISSION

$30

ACP
MEMBER

$20

ACP
STUDENT

$20

Payments can be made by:
1. Electronic Transfer:
Transfer the payment amount to the ACP, Bank:
Commonwealth, BSB: 063172, Account Number: 1015 3043.
If paying via electronic funds transfer, please include include your name in the transfer, and “Colloquium.”.
2. Cheque:
Payable to the Australian Centre for Psychoanalysis.
Post payment to:
The Treasurer, Australian Centre for Psychoanalysis, PO Box 509, Carlton South VIC 3053.
3. Credit card:
Please send card details (name, number, expiry date and whether Visa or Mastercard) as well as amount to be deducted to
the following email: barbara.hubl@psychoanalysis.org.au

